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SECTION 01620 (01 62 00)
PRODUCT OPTIONS

PART 1 GENERAL
1.1 SECTION INCLUDES
A. Product Quality Assurance.

B. Product Selection.

1.2 RELATED DOCUMENTS
A. Section 01610-Basic Product Requirements.

B. Section 01630-Product Substitution Procedures.

1.3 PRODUCT QUALITY ASSURANCE

A. Source Limitations:  To the fullest extent possible, provide products of the same kind, from a single source.

1. When specified products are available only from sources that do not or cannot produce a quantity adequate to complete project requirements in a timely manner, consult with the Project Consultant for a determination of the most important product qualities before proceeding.
2. Qualities may include attributes relating to visual appearance, strength, durability, or compatibility.
3. When a determination has been made, select products from sources that produce products that possess these qualities, to the fullest extent possible.

B. Compatibility of Options:  Compatibility of products is a basic requirement of product selection.  When the Contractor is given the option of selecting between two or more products for use on the Project, the product selected shall be compatible with products previously selected, even if previously selected products were also options.

1. Contractor shall be responsible for providing products and construction methods that are compatible with products and construction methods of other Contractors or the Owner’s own forces.

2. If a dispute arises between Contractors over concurrently selectable, but incompatible products, the Project Consultant will determine which products shall be retained and which are incompatible and must be replaced.

1.4 BUY AMERICAN FIRST-FOREIGN PRODUCT LIMITATIONS

A. Provide domestic products except where particular foreign products are specified or in instances where no available domestic product complies with the Contract Documents.

PART 2 PRODUCTS
2.1 PRODUCT SELECTION

A. Product Selection Procedures: Product selection is governed by the Contract Documents and governing regulations, not by previous Project experience.  Procedures governing product selection include the following:

B. General: The compliance requirements, for individual products as indicated in contract documents; are multiple in nature and may include, descriptive, performance, proprietary, reference standard, conformance with graphic details and other similar forms and methods of indicating requirements, all of which shall be complied with.  Also "allowances" and similar provisions of contract documents will have a bearing on selection process.

C. Procedures for Selecting Products:  The Contractor's options in selecting products are limited by requirements of the contract documents and governing regulations.  The Contractor’s options are not controlled by industry traditions or procedures experienced by the Contractor on previous construction projects. Required procedures include but are not limited to the following for the various indicated methods of specifying:

D. Single Product/Manufacturer Name:  Provide product indicated, unless "equivalent" products with listed important features for equivalency are permitted.

1. Advise Project Consultant before proceeding, where known that named product is not a feasible or acceptable selection.

2. Submit substitution request under provision of Section 01630-Product Substitution Procedures, where equivalent products are not listed.

E. Two or More Product/Manufacturer Names:  Provide one of the named products, at Contractor's option; but excluding products that do not comply with requirements. Do not provide or offer to provide an unnamed product, except where none of named products comply with requirements or are a feasible selection; advise Project Consultant before proceeding.

F. Basis-of-Design:  A specification where two or more manufacturers are named and one manufacturer is accompanied by the words “basis of design.”  The product characteristics listed in the specification are for the basis-of-design product.  However, provide one of the named products, at Contractor's option; but excluding products that do not comply with requirements.  Do not provide or offer to provide an unnamed product, except where none of named products comply with requirements or are a feasible selection; advise Project Consultant before proceeding.

G. “Named” Products, except as otherwise indicated, is defined to mean manufacturer's name for product, as recorded in published product literature, of latest issue as of date of contract documents.  Refer requests to use products of a later (or earlier) model to Project Consultant for acceptance before proceeding.
H. Performance Requirements:  Provide products which comply with specific performances noted, and that are recommended by manufacturer for the application indicated.

1. The manufacturer's recommendations shall be contained in published product literature, or by the manufacturer's individual certification of performance.

2. General overall performance of a product is implied where the product is specified for specific performances.

I. Descriptive Specification Requirements:  Provide products which have been produced in accordance with descriptive requirements, using specified ingredients and components, and complying with specified requirements for mixing, fabricating, curing, finishing, testing and similar operations in manufacturing process. 

J. Reference Standards, Codes and Regulations:  Where only compliance with an imposed standard, code or regulation is required, selection from among products which comply with requirements including those standards, codes and regulations, is Contractor's option.

K. Visual Matching:  Where matching an established sample is required, the final judgment of whether a product proposed by the Contractor matches the sample satisfactorily will be determined by the Project Consultant. Where there is no product available within the specified product-category that matches the sample satisfactorily and also complies with other specified requirements, comply with the provisions of the contract documents concerning "change orders" for the selection of a matching product in another product category, or for noncompliance with specified requirements.

L. Visual Selection:  Except as otherwise noted, where specified product requirements include the phrase "...as selected from the manufacturer's standard colors, patterns, textures... “or similar phrases, the Contractor has the option of selecting the product and manufacturer, provided the selection complies with other specified requirements.  The Project Consultant is subsequently responsible for selecting the color, pattern and texture from the product line selected by the Contractor.
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